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of theſe Letters ſhould make ſome Apolo- 


gy for publiſhing. the Correſpondence of 
Pxxirà and the IrABETTE.— Women will exclaim 

againſt the [delicacy of publiſhing private Letters, 
bowever obtained, and Men, who have any Turn for 
Gallantry, always expreſs a Diſapprobation of ſuch a 
Meaſure. * 7 
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b 5 Popularity ſo requiſite for the Proſecution of her De- 
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| | mo figns and Purpoſes; and that Mr. M— only cor- 
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1 The general Object of this Publication is the ſame 


as was the original Intent of the Society for checking 


and proſecuting 8 —. This Species of Impoſture 
has long infeſted Trade; it is 1 eren with legal 
Forms and Proceſſes; it has furniſhed Parllanicnt 
both with miniſterial Tools and patriotick Declaimers 3 
but it remained for Mr. and Mrs. R to introduce 


it into the Traffick of Love: 


The 


ju 
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The Reader will ſee, that the whole Tranſaction, 


referred to in the preſent Letters, was of that Species 


oe 


which has lately been denominated 8 —. 


It is proper, the Publick ſhould be aware, that 
whenever this amiable Pair deſign a Man the Honour 
of their Notice, they mean to facrifice him as a Victim 


to their profligate and inſatiable Avarice. 


The Editor would abhor the Thoughts of 
publiſhing the Frailties of the Sex, but their fixed 


and pernicious Views are fair and neceſſary Matters 


| of Animadverſion. 
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LETTERS from PERDITA 


TO A CERTAIN 
. 
And his AN SWE RS to them. 


POE M, which has lately made its Appearance, 


under the Title of FLORIZ EL and PERDIT A, 


and occaſioned ſome Noiſe in the faſhionable 


Circle, drew me, amongſt many others, to its 
Peruſal; but being acquainted with both the proſaic and poetic 
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be her own ProduGtion, and that affe@tionate faltering Mette 


Stile of Mrs. R—, 1 dibborered the Poem and Exordium to 


aſcribed to ine . the vain Efuſion of her own fantaſtic 


Iangination.. 


As the proemial Part to this Poem contains -a pretended 
Narrative of her Life, it will not be improper to give a 


compendious impartial Sketch of it. 


She was Daughter of a Captain Derby, of Briſtol, who ſome 
Years ago died indigent; and finding no Likelihood of a com- 


fortable Subſiſtence there, her Mother determined to ſee what 


| London would produce. Mrs. R had from her Infancy diſ- 


covered a Propenſity to, and an Ability in the Drama; and by 
this Means ſhe obtained an Introduction to Garrick, who was often 


for cheriſhing this Paſſion, where there were Hopes of Improve- 


ment: Fo or ſometime this Gentleman was her Patron z and R 
who lodged in the Vici, made his Addreſſes to her; he was 
Clerk 


CP 3 

Clerk to Meſſ. Vernon and Elderton, Attornies. He repreſented 
himſelf as the Nephew to a Mr. Harris, of Carmarthenſtire, a 
Gentleman of 30, ooo. to whom he un ſole Heir, and that he 
now allowed him 500. a Year, Mrs. R—— credited this Ac- 
count ; and though ſhe thought him neither exalted enough to be 
her Lord, nor agreeable enough to engage her Affections, yet ſhe 
was determined to enter 1200 a Matrimonial Engagement with him, 
to ſecure a handſome Maintainance, and to be able to give a free 
Looſe to that wanton reſtleſs Temper which it is neceſſary to re- 
Rerain in a fingle State: They inſtantly took elegant Apartments, 
in Great-Queen-Street, Lincoln's-Inn-P ields; but there, alas! all 
her golden Slumbers were broken, by the melancholy Diſcovery, 
that her deceitfulConſott was nothing better than the illegitimate 
Offspring of a Taylor, formerly reſident in Y ork- Buildings, who, 
in the Hey-Day of his Blood, had been enamoured of his Jolly 
Laundreſs, and from a reciprocal Embrace produced this Mongrel 
Pander. Her Mortification and Diſappointment on this Diſ- 
covery rendered her almoſt frantic for ſome Time; becauſe the 


Motive 
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N 
Motive for which ſhe married was hereby defeated, and her 
Pride received a mortal Stab by the Degradation of ſuch a 
mean Alliance; yet notwithſtanding he Was illiterate and ſtupid, 
ſhe found him forward and enterprizing; and ſeeing no favourable 
Alternative, ſhe determined to abandon the Principles of a vir- 
tuous Education; at aſt him in all his Stratagems, hw 
fraudulent and however dangerous. This Reſolution a they 
ſoon created a formidable Confederacy; and with that View they 
applied to every pecuniary Advertiſer, and at length found a 
Perſon, who agreed to aſſiſt him with 1000 - upon a Bill of 
Sale of his Goods, and a Security on his reverſionary Eſtates. 


When the Day of Payment arrived, the credulous Lender diſ- 
covered that 1 was but a 8 and conſequently the 
Goods not his, and that the reverſionary Eſtates were but the 
chimerical Creatures of their inventive Brains, 3 by the 


ſtimulative Force of pungent Neceſſity. By various Arts and 


Means, they quieted the outrageous Lender for a T ime, who 
would 


would: hüve colnmenced a criminal Proſecution, but that he 


knew by ſuch Proceeding he ſhould loſe all his Money. 


= 


It would render this Publication too voluminous to recite the 
Diverfity of Artifices, the ingenious Stratagems,the Deception and- 
Fraud of their whole: Negociation with this devored Hebrew; 
faffice it to fay, that in the Sequel, he loſt Principal and Intereſt, 
Yet ſuch was the Ingenuity of my Heroine (for | be always 
deſigned, it was Ber prolific Brain that formed the Schemes, 
though the other appeared in the Execution) that they found 

Tradeſmen to fur niſh in a dompfeat and magnificent Manner 
4 Nitric Houle in Horrüt“ Carder; this uffbrdeck them frelk 
Means to borrow Money: Here he aſſumed the Character of a 
Merchant, and in Conjuction with a dreadful Set of Colleagues 
(who were the chief ware of the Art of Swindling, which 

then was but in its Infaney) they found Means to raiſe immenſe 

5 Quantities of Goods on the Credit of foreign Letters, which they 
3 288 | had 
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| had tranſmitted them for the Purpoſe, from Holland, Oſtend and 


France, N Mood oi ibo Abet ve!s 


Theſe Tranſactions for a conſiderable Time ſucceeded wonder- 
fully; they invented new Modes of Diſſipation, they wallowed 
in all the Lurbry which their nefarious Conduct ſo amply 
afforded them. Wealth thus acquired generally diſſipates in the 
moſt profligate Manner. 
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At every faſhionable Place of Reſort, they appeared as brilli- 
ant as any in the Circle; the Extravagance of the Diverſions 
was no Check to their Vanity. At a Maſquerade one Evening, 
ſhe was. noticed by Lord Lyttleton, Lord Valencia, and Lord 
Northington; her Pride was highly gratified to be diſtinguiſhed 
by Three ſuch faſhionable Noblemen; and that an Acquaintance 
ſo fortunately begun ſhould not be loſt, ſhe wrote the following 
Note to each Gentleman the next Day. „ My Lord, a 1 tn 
the Character of an Orange Girl, chat had the Honour of 


„being 


Gu. ). 

being diſtinguiſhed by your Lordſhip laſt Night, at the Maſ- 
cc querade, was a Mrs. R, of  Hatton-Garden, who will 
- eſteem herſelf further ; honouged, if your Lordſhip, ſhould 
** condeſcend to favour her with a Viſit.” — On this ſingular | 
Invitation, the Gentlemen. came, and paid their reſpective 
Addreſſes to her; but it was the intrepid perſevering: Lord 
Lyttleton that moſt ſucceeded, it was the Splendor of his Equi- 
page that ſeduged hex vain Heart, till at length his Familiarity 
with ber became the Topic .of the whole Town. They were 
continually together at every Place of Amuſement; and the 
Huſband trudged after them, as ſtupid and as tranquil as any 


Brute of the cornuted Creation. 
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SYED ZEP 


a Mile or Two behind on Horſeback; ſo far was 
SEE $749 FO, WY top! ka 1 Iain 3.70) A, T7. 4 9 


Mr. R 
he en bing Umbrage at this Intimacy, that he continually 
boaſted among his Acquaintance, the Superiority of his Connect 
tions, and his Wife's Aſcendency . every faſhionable Gallant. 


While 
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While his pretended mercantile -Tranſacions were crtying on, 
a Mr. Watkitfon, a particular Friend of his who was ptlvy to 
the Arcana of all his Buſineſs, thought it no Crime to apply a little 
Money to his own Uſe; for which Pretdom however, . 2 took 
him before Sir. John Fielding; but the Fellow proceeded to make 
ſuch Diſcoveries, that his Proſecutor would have been detained, 
if 1 Lyttleton had not interpoſed, and aſſured the Magiſtrate, 
that mere Maleyolence could be the only Motive for the Fel- 
lJow's Inſolenee; that Mr. R—— was really the Nephew of a 
Mr. H 


, of Wales, a Gentleman of very conſiderable Fortune, 
to whom he was Heir. This Interference ſaved R ; and 
W—— was remanded for further Examination. Fortunately 


for R 


the Man died ſuddenly, and prevented a "ey diſ- 


agreeable. Expoſure. At length ilinatured Rumour, that is 0 


ſtantly ſpreading its obnoxious Breath, and by its invidions Inſi- 


nuations ſpoiling the [atrigues of Love, whiſpered i in the Wars 
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of Lord L-—, that his new Aſſociate was but the Progeny of a 


Taylor, and that he and his fair One would perpetually extort 


Money from him, while he kept up ſuch a diſgraceful and de- 


ſtructive Intimacy: On this Remonſtrance, he ſuddenly deſerted 


his prodigal Inamorata, after paying profuſely for his Acquain- 


tance. Thus forſaken, and detected in all his other Schemes, the 


Huſband took refuge in the Fleet, immured within whoſe gloo- 


my Walls they pined out Fifteen Months in Abſtemiouſneſs and 
Contrition, where her conſtrained Conſtancy gave birth to a 
Female Babe, diſtorted and crippled from the tight contracted 
fantaſtic Dreſs of her conceited Mother. From this Confine- 


ment they were enfranchiſed by an Inſolvent Act, after long fol- 


lowing the Practice of profeſſing Love to thoſe who admired 


her, while he took the Liberty of borrowing a little Money, 
which for his Facility of Temper, they could not refuſe him. 


He liſtened to the Intimations of his Wife's Genius, and ſhe had 


Recourſe to the Stage; there ſhe diſplayed ſome little Abilities: 
In this Situation, ſhe amuſed herſelf with compoſing Sonnets, 


D Panegyricks, 
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(. 16 ) 
Panegyricks, Acrofticks, and various other Compoſitions, i 
Favour of herſelf. The little Arts ſhe adopted, the Vanity ſhe 


diſplayed, to acquire Popularity, is inconceivable. 

Amidſt her numerous Adventures, ſhe for a. long Time 
feigned a, Paſſion. for a certain Deſcendant of Iſrael, with 
whom ſhe. kept a long and ſpirited Correſgondence. She: 
was then N else and be near es Bo of Age: 
The Letters between. thera will conſtitute the principak Ma- 
terials. of this Pamphlet. The Author is. ſo well acquainted: 
with hou Temper, and Stile of Writing, together with other 
Circumſtances, that have fallen in his Way, that he can pro- 
nounce, without Heßtation, Florizel and Perdita, to. be all her 
own Production, reviſed and bettered by ſome. more correct and 


able Pen. The Elegance of Mind, that in the Preface ſhe fo much 


vaunts of, belongs not to Mrs. R--—, unleſs an inordinate 
Paſſion for Apparel and Gewgaws conſtitute Elegance. Hen 
literary Talents never extended beyond a very humble Imita- 


tion: 


( $-) 
tion of Shenſtone's Poems; in every Language, Art and Science, 
ſhe is a perfect Ignoramus; and thoſe affluent honourable Rela« 
tions of hers in Ita conſiſt only of an indigent Brother, Clerk 
to Meſſ, ——. She was never out of Exgland, though fhe 
aſcribes to Italian Seminaries the finiſhing of her Education. Her 
aſpiring Spirit breathes through every Syllable of this Pamphlet 
too conſpicuouſly for Concealment, it that was her Aim; but in 
in no Part more obviouſly, and more inſolently, than where ſhe 
dares to beten an Expofure of Flerizel's Epiſtles, if ever he 
forſakes her: Thus the attempts to ſecure by Menace, what ſhe 
g knows her were Soul would foon forfeit. | 


: | - 
. \ ; 


She arrogates tod a Skill in Politicks, and declares, that the 


P-—— is entirely guided by the Sentiments he has imbibed from her: 


If he has really been ſo apt a Scholar, when he aſcends the T 


F 


we ſhall have a proſtituted Government. She announces to the 


F 


World the Bleſſings we may expect from the Reign of a P 


tutored by ſuch a Miſtreſs, who, while ſhe imparts Pleaſure, gives 


Inſtruction, 
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LETTER I. 


; | Briftol, 21ſ Sept. 1773. 
3 1 * e 


| 'Is Never deemed 1 wyſel heppler, than I found 
myſelf thoſe few Days you accompanied. us upon the Road; indeed 
your Company, from the firſt Moment of out Acquaintance, has 
been fo agreeable, that I ſcarcely know how to ſpare you. Shall 
wo expect you at Briſtol? Write me ſoon; write the Style you 
know? like; let it be plaintive; eh the Wanderings of my 
penſive Breaſt. FR. | 


Your humble Servant, 


W 
Nen E Mr, 


* 


1 


a 4 02 Street, Sept. 24, 1773. 


I Thank you for your warm Epiſtle, and wiſh 
it was really as ſincere as it appears to be; but I know,you vola- 
tile and diſſembling, and therefore conſtrue it as the inadvertent 
Sally of a ſprightly Temper: To believe 504 were in earneſt 
would bs Vanity, that nothing i in me could warrant. 1 know 
how juſtly you ire-the Object of every One's Admiration ; and 
amidſt ſuch a crowd of Wooers, Ws ſhould I aſpire to Diſ-. 


tinction! Believe me, among a Thouſand Imperfe&ions, Vanity 


makes no Part of the Character af wa 


% 


: Your devoted Servant. 


LETTER 
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Mrs. — to Mr. —. 
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Briſtol, 29th Sept. 1773. 


HOU 22% 3 WIr H Pleaſure I take this Opportunity of 
anſwering/my-worthy : Friend's - obliging Epiſtle. R 


is not 
yet gone to Wales, but as he will. go ſoon, it makes mie uneaſy; 
you know how I love him, therefore will excuſe my mentioning 
him. The Weather is extremely fine, and nothing but your Com- 
pany is wanted to enliven the Place. We hope- by this Time you 
have ſeen dear little George, and that he is well. You cannot 
conceive with what Regret we parted with you at Oxford; the 
Three laſt Days were not ſpent half ſo agreeable as the firſt. I 
am quite aſhamed of this intolerable Scroll, but I hope you will 
pardon it, for I am fatigued almoſt to Death. Mrs. Darby begs 
her Reſpedts, 


— 


Your Friend. 


. 


72S ͤ— a6 te, GI" 


* 
' 


E 


on 
© 


— —— 


, emer — 3 ct 


(@) 


n py 4 
1 9 * 5 of % N - . | 
4 \ | | N S | W | E R | 


. . 4 4 * 
a - EF . ay 


—Stcreet, ft October, 1773. 


= 


Wu E N the Poſt brings me a Letter from 
you, I am delighted beyond Expreſſion. Juſt when yours of the 
29th came, I was poring over a glopmy Author, till his Pages 
had rendered his Reader | almoſt as melancholy as him{elf; but 
when I faw your well, known Hand, like a lucid Interval dart- 
ing amidſt the nocturnal 'Glooms of Deſpondency, every Cloud 
was diſpelled, every Vapour diſſipated; and I reſumed my wonted 


Cheerfulneſs and Gaiety.—But pray never write me, while 
R 


's unpertinent Eye follows your Pen; ſuch a formal luke- 
warm Letter chills my Blood more than the bleak northern 
January Winds. If you lw what Effect your Letters had on 
me, you would be cautious how you wrote; my Heart is the cid 


Barometer 


( 21 ) 
Barometer to every Sentence, and I am either elevated or de- 


preſſed as they encourage or check me. Once in a gay happy 


Moment you ſaid you loved me; it is well I do not believe you, for 


my Joy, that would have heightened to Phrenſy, is thereby kept 


within the proper Limits of Moderation. 


Adieu! 
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LANES lh 


\ . 


Briſtol, 7th October, 1 773. 
Dear SI X, | 


*, 


| I Wiſh you were ſincere in what you ſay, I do 
not think you are, but ſtill I believe myſelf happy in your good 
Opinion; you treat me ſo much in a Style of Compliment, that I 
I really do not know in what Manner to rgturn it; you expreſs 
ſo much Friendſhip, that the hardeſt Taſk, I ever undertook 
in my whole Life, 1s how to return Thanks ſuitable to the 


Favours I have received from you; and the inward Senſe I have 


#® of them, could I do either, would in ſome Meaſure ſatisfy me, 


but my Inability renders me preſumptuous in attempting it. 


I long 


( 43 ) 


I long to be in Town. Do not forget our intended Party to 
Drury-Lane E N 1 r I am m paſſionately fond of Plays, 
and I was going to fay, I envy you, but Envy I deteſt; you 
know, my dear Friend, when once it prevails in a Female Boſom, 
all earthly Happineſs is for ever poiſoned by its Influence. We 
are not all born to be happy, therefore I think the greateſt Proof 
that thoſe who are indigent can give of A virtuous Mind,/is to 
' Cubmit to the Diſpenſations of Providence with Reſignation; not 


that I think Generoſity conſiſts in throwing Money away at 


Random, without Diſtinction or Judgment, but in beſtowing it 


An proportion to the Merit and Condition of thoſe who ſtand in 


need of our Aſſiſtance. I agree with my favourite Author, who 


Jays, i in Truſt, Intimacy and Confidence, be as particular as vou 


can; in Humanity, Charity Dy Benevolence, univerſal. I hall 


depend on your Promiſe this Week, for I am really diſtreſſed. 


ANSWER, 


* 


( 24 ) 


Mo ALITY is that great fundamental 
Tie that forms and preſerves the Peace and Welfare of Society. 
As it was impoſſible to confine Men. in. a State of Nature and- 
Innocence, it became neceſſary to frame a: Syſtem. that ſhould 
ſecure their reſpective Properties, and reſtrain the Iniquitous 
from Miſchief. From the ſame Doctrine are we. taught the 
Neceſſity of Gratitude, the Amiableneſs of Benevolence, filial 
Piety, fraternal Affection, and all the other. Virtues ; but while 
Men ſpeculate: on the Theory of thefe Principles, you ſhew by 


Example what they give in Precept; while you follow the Dictatos 


of your own Mind, you will ever be that pure lovely Innocent: I 


have hitherto found you. Ethicks can teach no more than your 


own F eelings already ſuggeſt: Reſiſt the Solicitations of Pride 


and Allurements of Grandeur: Fortune deceives the Eye by its 


extrinſick 


( 25 ) 


extrinſick Adornments, but Happineſs is not always derived 


from its Attainments; an immoderate Propenſity to acquire it 


will lead you to Indiſcretion, and expoſe you to the deſtructive 
Stratagems of ſome libidinous Profligate. That fair youthful 
Frame is ſuch an Invitation to Love, as no moral or platonic 
T, enets can reſtrain. How I pant to be at Brj Nol, to accompany 
you through the verdant Meads to the Side of ſome Silver 
Stream, flow wandering in Meanders down the Glade, or to 


the cool Receſs of a ſhady Grove, where every Gale whiſpers 
Pleaſure, Contentment and Love ft Your Breath will add new 


Fragrance to the Amaranth; the Roſe will receive a deeper Hue 
from the Reflection of thoſe florid T incts that 3 thy 
blocning Checks, while you melt my Soul to all the ſoft 
Atviinaxcine of Love; but whither do I ſtray! thoſe romantick 
viſſionary Scenes that delighted my youthful Fancy become not 


the Seriouſneſs of maturer Years; but the Thought of you revives 


the dying Embers of my once warm Indagihetich ; and I wander as 
wildly as if I'trod on Fairy Land. 

Adieu Be ever happy as you are good. 

Incloſed 5oſ.. G LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 


Mrs, R— to Mr. —. 
Baan, 14th Other 1717 3. 


1 Wiſh you would not write, for while you 


endeavour to inculcate ſuch good Doctrine, you know I am 


charmed by your Letters to a Sin, How can I love that ſtupid 
Thing R—=! yet I am his; Fortune has made it ſo; but I can- 
not think I am bound to abide ſtrictly by an Engagement that 


I was. trepanned into, for you know he deceived me. Shall I ever 


Write as well as you do? I am fond of Poetry, and you ſhall cor- 


rect ſome Attempts in that Way, when come to London. My 
Friend, you know I eſteem you: Is it a Crime to ſay I love your 

J feel an Inclination to love Somebody; and how can I love him 
who is too ſtupid to * it? Why then, 1 will love you. 
Write * write every Evening, or I ſhall be melancholy. 


( 27 ) 
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| WRATEVER you write, which you wiſh 
me to reviſe, may receive ſome unimportant Alteration in the 
formal Mode of Grammar and Orthography ; but in Sprightli- 
neſs; Wit and Genius, I cannot keep pace with you. Would you 


believe Miſs —— is falſe, ſhe is capricious beyond Meaſure. I 


- ® . ? . { | * 4 . '*- 4 | 1 $4 : ; 
am quite chagrined, not that we are at Variance, but that there 


ſhould be ſo much Deception in Women; indeed I ought not to 


feſſions; every Day produces freſh Inſtances of their Info! | 


| 
confine it ſolely to your Sex, for there is as much Duplicity in F 4 
ours; in all theIntercourſes I have hitherto had, I have found, that | 
Men, in whatever Situations of Life, cannot be juſt to their Pro- | 


ty; that ſublime F riendſhip, which every one extols and profeſſes, 


is but a mere Idea, and can exiſt no where but in an overheated 


romantick Imagination: To form this Union, ſuch moral Virtue, 


Warmth 


( 28 ) 


Warmth of Affection, and Diſintereſtedneſs, muſt cement the 


reciprocal Attachment, as cannot be found in this degenerate 
Age: The chimerical Enthuſiaſt therefore, that is ſo credulous to 
liſten to its inſidious Profeſſions, deſerves the Diſappointment 
and Ingratitude he meets with; the Diſfembler is hid under its 
Maſk, and can better oontrive Miſchief,” as be is unſuſpected. 
The Ancients had loftier Notions of this Paſſion than we ſeem | 


to underſtand; it flouriſhed when Truth and Simplicity of Man- 


ners adorned the Age; but the Introduction of Politeneſs has 
taught Diſſimulation, and, = refining our Manners, aboliſhed 
that plain Honeſty and candid Sincerity, which characterized our 
Anceſtors. I will not think you ſincere, when you ſay you love; 
yet if you are not in earneſt, you have given too ſerious a Teſtimony 
of it for one only in Foke; but it is almoſt Blaſphemy to ſuſpect 
one of ſuch heavenly Form, ſo berate, ſuch Symmetry of Fea- 
tures, ſuch delicate welformed Limbs, ſuch panting hwy 
Breafts, ſuch——Oh! what n ineffable ſeize my deligbted 
Imaginat ion, when I recolle# the delirious Tranſports that 


throbbed: 


("29 ) 


throbbed to my very Soul, when that beauteous Form flood con- 


feſſed in all the 5 FPapeg. U I muſt ſtop till 
my enraptured F ancy returns from the N Thought. If you 


are inſincere, why did Nature make you ſo fair, why did ſhe ex- 
* 7 WEN 


hauſt her whole Store in-the Formation of the minuteſt Parts? 


Was it, that in ſuch an heavenly Semblance you might zrepan 


a * 8 
%, 1 3 


and den 2 Mortals? Falſchood, Moroſeneſs and 

Rancour, ſhould be enveloped in Ruggedneſs, Loathſomeneſs 
, — 

and Deformity. Where is Nature's Ingenuity, when ſhe forms a 


Creature of divine Aſpect, and enwraps a Soul darker than Ere- 


bus, and more poiſonpus than Aconite? Conſiſtency, Unifor⸗ 


mity and Order, ſeem. all loſt; and our bewildered di ſappointed 
Imagination, incapable. of exploring her Myſteries; ſinks back 
into Confuſion and Doubt; but there is no perfect Sincerity nor 
Truth; and Morality is only a Syſtems from whence Precepts are 


given, which are never followed. 
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i ol Briſtol, 23d October, 1773. 
& är ll Oxcex more I reſume” my Pen to write a 
few Lines to our very worthy Friend, whoſe preſent diſagreeable 
State of Mind, concerning a certain Lady, I ſincerely pity; but 
think your good Senſe, joined to ſuch honourable and juſt Senti- 
ments towards the Sex in general, muſt guide your Steps: You are 
alone able to judge whether ſhe deſerves your Friendſhip or not. 
Fam e ſorry that we cannot have the Pleaſure of your 
good Company at Briſtol, for, believe a I promiſed myfelf that 
Honour; as in reality I am exceedingly melancholy, I thought 
that your Preſence would in a great Meaſure alleviate my Sorrow: 


If 


( 31 ) 
If I am worthy to adviſe, ſtill give us Hopes of ſeeing you. 
Jam a little ſurprized, that you, who have ſeen ſo much of this 
deceitful World, can ſuffer your Reſolution to be changed at 
the Artifice of any Individual whatever. I muſt ſcold you very 
ſeverely for your very harſh Sentiments in your laſt Letter, which 
are as follow: Men in whatever Situations of Life cannot be 


juſt to their Profeſſions: Are we poor Women likewiſe ranked 


amongſt the Inſincere, and does Mr. imagine the Senti- 
ments our Family have expreſſed a are falſe? Are you at Enmity 
with all? I * not: 1 deteſt the Idea of ogy deceitful, nay 
ungrateful, as ro-expreſs any "Thing T do not mean; conſequently 
would ever avoid hp towards you; you, whom we all eſteem 
fo ſincerely. Your Thoughts on Redl are very different 
from mine at preſent, = AY you have not a little hurt me; 
however your next, I hope, will explain it more fully. Adieu! 
I ſuppoſe you are better engaged than in reading my nonſenſical 
Scroll. | 
Tours fincerety. 


P. &. 


| | ry Vi «44 16 + 0 3999 Ei 124 14 , . 4 T9 5 [ITE 7 LI 
ft P. S. The Incloſed: Mr. R left; I take the liberty of 


ſending it, as I am rather ſhort; the ſooner you oblige me, the 


greater the Favour: I ſhall hope for an Anſwer from my dear 


Denne 
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ANSWER, 


- 83 ) 


. 


Street, I November, 1773. 


| I Would willingly ſuffer ſome Inconvenience 
to be pitted: by you; but can you think the Fickleneſs of Miſs 
— mortifies me? While yon are conſtantly affectionate, I can 
view the reft of your Sex with total Indifference ; all my Plea- 
fares, all my Happineſs concentre in you ; entwined in thoſe ſnowy 
Arms, repofed on thy. panting Boſom, grateful to the Senſes as 
Fragrance, and more fair than Parian Marble, thy every Look 
animates my Soul; every Action indicates the myſtick Meaning 
of thy wanton Love, till my melting Senſes are drowned in 
Akten, Tranſports, and that Eliſium is realized, which ſuper- 
ſtitious ae but fancy. You preſs me to come to Briſtol; 
I cannot leave London; confined to the ſordid Traffick of the 


1 Age, 
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Age, I am doomed a perpetual Priſoner to the Metropolis; but 
you will ſoon come to London, and recompenſe this long Sepa- 
ration by tender Endearments, F Dellience and inventive 
Enjoyments; thy mellifluent Strains will again ſooth my 
anxious Breaſt, and thy magick Touch will again throw me into a 
Delirium of Ecftafy. Oh! when, when, thou Wanderer, will this 
happy Moment arrive? When I was a Stranger to Love, I ſmiled 
at the romantick Notions of my Aſſociates; but DO CEEP in the 
ſame enchanting Net, my wild Fancy raves with all the Ardour of 
Juvenile van L would retire with you to ſome rural ſe- 
queſtered Spot, and prefer the jocund Hours of Love and Tem 
perance, in an humble Cottage, to ſtately Manſions and unſalu- 


tary Dainties. 


You little Prodigal, you have ſpent 200%. in Six Weeksz: 


I will not anſwer your Drafts. 


LETTER 


% 
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de TT BK. VE 
Mrs. R to Mr. —. 


Briſtol, 9th November, 1773. 


81 NC E I rote my laſt Letter, I received. 


one from my dear Mr. R——, wherein he deſired me to inform 
you, that if you pleaſe to-anſwer my Drafts, he ſhall not want his: 
till he returns to London; the Money 1 can aſſure: you is for mad; 
and I really ſhall. find it extremely welcome as ſoon as you can: 
conveniently ſend it. He intends ſending for me to ſtay a few 
Days in Wales.. Tueſday laſt he ſet out for Carmartbenſbire, where 
he intends ſtaying, a Week; therefore I ſhall not flatter myſelf 

with the Hopes of ſeeing. him till this Day Se'nnight. I hope to 
be 


( 4 ) 
be in London in Three Weeks at fartheſt; and, believe me, I ſhall 


4+ > 


* } ' : : | | a . . 
is as worthy the Title of Friend as yourſelf, though I really be- 


8 lieve there are very few. Mr. R has received my Letter 


| | . : ſince I wrote my laſt, in anſwer to yours; which I aſſure you 
| gives me no ſmall Satisfaction. We are all perfectly well, and 

4 1 a ſincerely hope you are the ſame. Permit me to aſſure you, that I 

am, with great Reſpect, 

Your moſt obedient 


Excuſe Haſte. 8 
bo i Lied humble Servant. 


: 


. 


be infinitely happy in ſeeing you, and every other Perſon, Who 


ANSWER. 


. (37 ) 
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—treet,. 16th November, 1773. 
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"Rd ky to 1 Can ſcarcely credit my Senſes: Is it you that 
write in that cold indifferent Style What can be the Motive? 
How have I offended?—Surely you will not condemn me without 
4 Heating; bewate how you diſcard me; you may find a Lover 
more agrerable, but never one ſo faithful: Have I not watched' 


your varying Humour, the Tranſitions of your fickle Temper?- 
Have E not gratiſed them all a the utmoſt of my Ability D 
| have known you warm and impetuous, but never deceitful and 
angenerous; pray Heaven you may never learn to. be ſo. Avidity 
6f Wealth and Sondidneſs of Femper ſeldom infect the youthful. 
Mind; they grow in the venal Souls of Age and Deeripitude; 


Wb... / 


K = and 
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and ſuch is human Depravity, that we are more eager to acquire, 


as We are leſs ſwayed by Temptation. The avaricious Wretch, 
* whoſe 7. afte is, vitiated; hoardg up the Wellth tg ruſt in mouldy 
Coffers, which his n Soul cannot enjoy; but the untainted 
Breaſt, warm in OI N and Youth, cannot harbour ſuch a 
felfſh gene Diff * : Why then this inordinate Deſire 
of Money? Your Letters are unremitting Series of Drafts on me ; 
my Inability to ſatisfy them cannot be the Motive of this FOE: 
Tranfitiin, What elſe torments my fair One's Breaſt? You 
know Iam all on fire, and your lute-warm Strain is colder to 
me than Lapland Blaſts; reſume your uſual Ardour, or I thall 
die with Grief: Or ſay what envious Demon, with poifonoms 
Tongue, has flandered my Love? Point out the Calumniator, 
that I may revenge the Anxiety he has occaſioned me: Or is my 
Love iucon/tant? If ſome other happy Youth has attracted your 
nn inn Eye, tell me my Doom, and I will ſeek * Tranquil- 
lity Te more Sincetity, in the Careſſes oi ſome leſs treacherous 


fair One: Or doesRemorſe and Contrition ſeize your deluded Heart, 


and 


( 39 ) 
and carry you back to the inſipid Embraces of Inſenſible R | 


The falſe Lure, by which he enſnared thy unwary Heart, deſerves 
the moſt rigid Reſentment, and his unmanly Duplicity abſolves 


all conjugal Attachment: How ſhall ſuch an unſuſteptible 


| Wretch return why e ? How can ſuch an find 


equal Aodour to meet thy raviſhing Embrace? How ſhall ſuch 
Stupidity comprebend a the Myſteries of thy ingenuous Love, a 
contemptible Idiot, whoſe Exiſtence is one continued Scene of 
Puloeſs, Languor and Torpitude? 1 


IN „ 1 If . Yours, Se. 
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Mrs. R— to Mr. —. 
: | Briftol,. 2 34 November, 177. 
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N * | FR 85 1 Find you have not yet anſtrered my Draft. 1 
1 do not wiſh an Aequaintance with.any Man who profeſſes ſo muctr: 
Love, but who gives ſo little Proof of it.  Ewiſh: I could recall 

x thoſe imprudent Moments, when. I ſuffered your deluding Pro- 
miſes, and. ſeductive Tongue, w. betray me into Sin; but unleſs: 

N you give me the Token of your Sincerity- that'I aſk. for, I will: 
take care how I truſt you again. Lam aſtoniſhed chat you ſhould? 

ſcrughlh to lend me ſuch a Sum as 100%. when ir was the laſt I 
ſhould borrow, and ſhould here repaid i faithfully. Now you: 

have an Opportunity of ſhewing your Love, or I ſhall ſce that: 


you have all along deceived me. 


Yours, Ge. 
ANSWER, 
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s lis ett. As when the incapable Pilot ſees his 


agitated Bark toſſed in a tempeſtuous Sea, and expects with 


Terror the dreadful End of ' the impending Miſchief; even 


fo, have I ſeen the Storm gathering from afar, till, incapa- 


ble of longer. Diſſimulation, you have at length corroborated 
all my Fears. Of all the Paſſions none is more odfous than 
Auarice; it is the Ruſt of the Soul from worn-out ERHjoy- 


ments, and accompanies the acrimonious Approach of Age and 
debilitated Appetite: Nature prompts us to Society and Bene- 


volence, [while that ſordid Diſpoſition counteracts its Dictates, 


and centers the whole Concern of our Exiftence in Self-Love. 
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How lamentable muſt it be to ſee thy blooming | Cheeks poi- 
ſoned by its Influence, and implanted with a /vid Hue, the 
diſtinguiſhing Tee of a ſorgip Ming; itje the greateſt Antidote 
to Love; and the impaſſioned Heart, fraught with its Fire, 
ſhrinks back and ſhudders at the ſordid Embrace of the merce- 
dog Femite, MWhofd only Defre is Wealth, whoſe only Love is 


a Gratification of a venal Paſſion: It is ſuch an Allay to Love as 
would defeat-the Power of the, moſt; heavenly Charms, and cool 
the * of the moſt licentious, Paſſion... The Profeſſions, 
which I deemed the Redundancy of a grateful Heart, were, but 
the Dalilean Artifices that lulled me to Credulity, while Dif- 
mulation practiſed its Treachery; till my Senſes, rouſed from 
their ſlumbering Incantation, feel the Indignity as Confidence- 
has expoſed me to. You are a Stranger to Sincerity, that 8 
Band of 8 Intercourſe, that Foundation af mutual Depen- 
dence. Every Conſideration of Love and F riend/hip gives way to | 
Ambition and ſordid Avarice: How often have I winked you of 

their growing 88 and predicted 2 fatal Conſcquences- 


that 


( 43 ) 


that would attend ſuch an inſatiable Purſuit of them! But every 


. 8 
Remonſtrance is vain; every Admonition fruitleſs; the moderate 


Dictates of Reaſon are no Reſtraints to your Vanity; nothing can 


circumſcribe your Ambition. Will not Aﬀe#ation and Vanity, 


will not that impetuous headſirong Ambition at length involve 


you 1n Danger and Embarraſſment? Ingratitude is the blackeſt 


Crime that the human Heart can be guilty of; it deſtroys Truſts 


and hinders Acts of Benevolence: If my Liberality could not 


engage your Affections, it was entitled to Acknowledgement. 
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